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Amendments to the Specification 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 6, line 26, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

- Figure 5 is a perspective view of a section of a closed clarnp.-- 

Please replace the paragraphs beginning at page 7, line 21, with the following rewritten 
paragraphs: 

- In instances of single mat use the clamps 2 are locked and finished with corner 
trim 3 and edge trim 4 by engaging said clamps and trim components using dove tail connections 
8. In particular, as see n in Figure 5. male dove tail members 8a on the upper and lower halves 2a 
and 2b respectively of clamp 2 interlock in the female, spaces or slots between male dove tail 
members 8b on edge trim 4, and male dove tail members 8b interlock in the female spaces or 
slots between male do ve tail members 8a on both the upper and lower halves 2a and 2b of clamp 
2. Male dove tail me mbers 8b extends when so mated, so as to mate with both the upper and 
lower halves 2a and 2b of clarpp 2 so as to prevent clamp 2. shown in its closed position in 
F i gure 5. fr o JX L OP enin g into its open position of Figure 6. Thus mat 1 may he securely retained 
fey-teefr 7 betwe en the upper and lower h alve s 2a and 2b of clamped 2 when in its closed 
position. 

In instances of multiple mat use the clamps 2 are locked by and adjoining clamp 
by en g a gin g the dovetails of each clamp when positioned back to back as shown in figure 9. The 
outer perimeter of the multiple mat assembly is secured by engaging the dovetails 8 of trim 3 and 
4 with the clamps 2. 

Clamp 2 is hinged about elongate hinge 10 go that uppgr an d lower halves 2& 
2fr,fltay rot ate about hinge 10 between th^ c losed position of Figure S and the open position nf 
Figure 6,t ft-Clamp 2 opens to accept the edge Jj_of the mat 1. Both Ae^iicpgr and bettmn 
hatflower halves 2a and 2b of the clamp contains rows of teeth 7 ahown as best sqerj in the open 
clamp of figure 6, Th«se<l^etfL7lee*_perforate and engage the edge la of m at 1 when the 
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clamp is closed. Each clamp is locked closed hy the ins e rtion dove tail mating of either an 
adjoining clamp 2_or a trim component 3 ead-or 4 into the corresponding dove tail slots 8 on both 
the clamp and the adjoining clamp or trim component . 

The trim components 3 and 4 are outwardly sloped down and contain dovetail 
slots 8 on its inside vertical surface that mate with the dovetail slots on the outside vertical 
surface of the clamp 2. The trim locks the clamp when installed so as to retain the hydrocarbon 
retentive mat 1 ■»? Further, the trim •eag ^components may be fastened to a substrate surface by lag 
screws or similar fastening devio e fasteners (not shown> to fix the mat and frame assembly in a 
specific location. 

Thus as mav he readily understood, frame 5 m ay be manufactured bv wav of 
example from polypropylene plastic formed into hinged clamps 2 with barbed surfaces such as 
teeth 7 on the gripping surfaces of the clamps to engage and retain mat 1 along its perimeter edge 
la. 

The clamps 2 include means s uch as dove tail slots 8 to engage adjacent clamps 2 
or edge trim components 3 or 4. This allo ws multiple sections of mat and frame assemblies 5 to 
be co-joined such as seen in F igure 9to cover larger areas than a single mat. The edge trim 
components 3 and 4 finish the frame with a sloped surf ace. 3a and 4a respectively, that improves . 
egress onto and off of the mat 

The mat and frame mav be sec ured to a floor or other receiving surface bv screws. 
bolt? or the like fasteners, for example using apcrtured tabs 3b mounted to e ach comer of the n^ at 
ftfld frame assembly 5. 

The drip berm according to the present in vention, for example frame assembly 
is thus adapted for mounting onto drip mat 1 having circumfe rential edges la extending 
contiguously around the circumference thereof The drip h erm includes one or more inner bcrm 
frflmg member s SUCh as.,,cIaniPS 2 and one or more co operati ng outer berm frame members such 
3S trim component 3 or 4. The inner berm frame members are mountable c ontiguously around 
the vircumferential edges 1 a of drip mat 1 1 The outer berm frame members are mo untablc along 



3 

PAGE 7f26 * RCVD AT 6/8^005 6:44:32 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] 1 SVR:USPTa£FXRF.1/1 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:12504910266 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-18 



FROM BENSON & COMPANY 



(WED) JUN 8 2005 1 5 : 3 1 /ST. 1 5 : 27/NO. 6309752204 P 8 



an inner edge of the outer berm members, such as in ner edge 4h of trim 4 and inner edge 3c of 
trim 3, contiguously along or around an outer ed ge of. or perimeter of a frame formed hv the 
inner berm member or members such as outer perimeter edge 2c of damns 2. 

Each inner benn member incl udes at least one clamp member, such as clamp 2. 
for mounting onto the circumferential edges la of drip mat L Each clamp member includes a 
pair of jaws, such as upper and lower halves 2n a nd 2b of clamp 2. for mounting inwardly of the 
circumferential edges of the drip mat. The iaws are pivotable about a clam-shell hinge, such as 
hinge 10. so as to. in a closed po sition, engage and clamp the circumferential edges of tine drip 
mat between the pair of jaws, and so as to. in a n open position, release the circumferential edges 
of the drip mat from between the pair of jaws. The outer ber m members cooperate, when 
mounted onto t h ejnner berm members, for example by mating of dove tail slots 8 and 8' and 
male dove tail members 8a and 8b. to l ock the pair of iaws in the closed position. 

A rigid flange is mounted to each iaw of the pair of iaws so as to extend in 
oppositely disposed relation to each iaw. Tn the ill ustrated embodiments, the pair of iaws arc the 
upper and tower halves 2a and 1h of damps 2. and the corresponding rigid flanges are the 
flanges 2a' and 2b' supporting the male dov e tail mem b ers 8a extending from hjngg 10. Th,.* 
hinge, such as hinge 10. is disposed so as to provid e a fulcrum 1 1 between each iaw ffor examp le 
damn halves 2a and 2b) and its corresponding flanpe ( for example flanges 2a' and 2b">. Each 
flange has a first locking means disposed on its corresponding outer p e rimeter. For examp le in 
^ . illustrated embo diments the first locking me ans are the dove tail member 8a and the Hovp. 
tail Slots . 8 between, dove tail members 8a, The inner edge of each outer berm m emb_erjias_a, 
Sg cond locking means thereon ffor example dove tail slots X' and dove tail members 8b> for 
in terlocking mating with the first locking means. The dove tail slots 8 on each clamp halve 9* 
a g d 2b cooperates with each other when the clamp 1 i s in the closed position so as to relcasablv 
interlock dove tail slots 8 with the Hn ve tail slots 8' between dove tail members 8b. When Hie 
cooperating Slots ? Qn clarnp halves 2a and 2b are aligned with each other, thev n re Tclcasahlv 
interlocked with slots 8' between dr» v< >, tail members 8b so as to lock damp 2 in the dnsert 

position. 
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The first locking means mav he charactered as including in one embodiment at 
least one first male matin g, mem ber in the form of dove tail members 8a and at least one first 
female receiver in the form of dove tail slots 8. and the second locking means m ay bp 
characterized as including at least one second male mating member in the form of dove tail 
members 8b and at least one second female receiver in the form of dove tail slots 8'. hi this 
embodiment the first, male mating member mates with the second female receiver and the second 
male mating member mates with the first female receiver. For example, the fiTst and second 
lockup means mav be dove-tail shaped male members forming dove-tail shaped female 
receivers therebetween- The at least one first male mating member, the at least one first female 
receiver, the at least one second male mating member, and the at least one second female 
receiver mav be each co-extensive spa ced arrays of the male matinp members and female 
receivers, The dove-tail shaped m ale members mav be co-extensive s paced arrays of dove-tail 
shaped male members for forming a continuous dove-tail joint between the inner and outer hcrm 
rncrnberfi. 

In an embodiment of the invention the inner bcrm members a re also mountable 
back-to-back to each other so as to oppositely dis pose corresponding pairs of iaws. The first 
lacking means on a first of the inner herm members are mountable to the first locking means on a 
second of the inner berm members in the back-to-hack pair of inner berm members such as seen 
in Figure 9a so as to lock the nair of iaws on t he first and second inner herm members in the 
closed position, In this fashion the drip berm mav be expanded to form a larger frame to cover a 
larger are a_with a plurality of drip mats mounted in the expanded frame. - 
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